CALVARY GUITAR LESSONS – JUNE

Last time, we looked at various new concepts, including barre chords, transposition with and without a capo, and syncopation. There is a glossary of terms which might prove useful at the bottom of the article. 

This month, we will look at some of the worship songs which are a little more difficult than the three or four chord songs, either because of the speed of the chord changes, or the unusual rhythm. The first of these songs is “Crown Him with many crowns”, which has four beats in the bar, but changes chord a lot!
1) WARM-UP: Crown Him With Many Crowns
C        /      
    Am  /  F / / /

Crown Him with many crowns,

       C
  /   F   /        G / / / 

 the Lamb upon His throne, hark

 C   /        Am  /       D /       G /

 How the heavenly anthem drowns all

C  /     D /      G /      /   

 music but its own

G7 C  / / /                 F / / / 

Awake my soul and sing

     D / / /                    G   /  G7  /
Of Him who died for Thee, and

 C /           F /       Dm   /      C /

 hail Him as Thy matchless King

             Dm  /  G    C  
(G)
through all eternity.

Crown Him the Lord of life

Who triumphed o’er the grave

And rose victorious in the strife

For those He came to save

His glories now we sing

Who died and rose on high

Who died eternal life to bring

And lives that death may die

Crown Him the Lord of love, 

behold His hands and side

Rich wounds yet visible above

in beauty glorified


All hail redeemer hail


    


For Thou hast died for me 



 Thy praise shall never, ever fail

Throughout eternity.
Look out for the G7 chord in the previous piece:

String  E-1
B-0

G-0

D-0

A-2

E-3

This next song is also in 4/4 time, that is to say there are four beats in the bar, but the Celtic rhythm implied suggests three strums in the bar. 

The rhythm is this:

1
+
2
+
3
+
4
strum


strum


strum

Strumming on the first beat, the and of the second beat, and the fourth beat gives us a specific rhythm which is common in rock music, and traditional Scottish and Irish music. A drum called a “bodhran” would commonly accompany this rhythm in Irish music.

Watch out for the F# minor barre chord, and the B minor chord!

2) BE THOU MY VISION

D     /    /     D  /    /     G         /    /  D /    /
Be thou my vision, oh Lord of my heart

A     /         /   A /    /        G  /     /           A   /  / 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art

G  /    /           D  /   /          Bm /    /   G /    /   
Thou my best thought, by day or by night

Bm  /    /    F#m  /    /     G    A          D /  /  / 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light

Be thou my wisdom and thou my true word

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord

Thou my great Father, and I thy true son

Thou in my dwelling, and I with thee one

Riches I need not, nor man's empty praise

Thou mine inheritance, now and always

Thou and thou only, first in my heart

High King of heaven, my treasure thou art

High King of heaven, my victory won

May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's sun

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall

Still be my vision, O ruler of all

Chords for the previous example:
F#m


Bm
or
Bm barre
String E-2

E-2

E-2

B-2

B-3

B-3

G-2

G-4

G-4

D-4

D-0

D-4

A-4

A-

A-2

E-2

E-

E-
This song requires just one strum of each chord, or it may be finger-picked. It should prove easier than the others, for a warm-down for the fingers!
As the Deer

C       G           Am      C/E

As the deer panteth for the water

       F          
         G     C   Am  G

So my soul longeth after you

C    G                     Am

You alone are my heart's desire

       F        G      
C  
Am  G

And I long to worship you

Am              
      F                   C

You alone are my strength, my shield

    F              
           Dm    E

To you alone will my spirit yield

C    G         
     Am

You alone are my heart's desire

          F          G           C

And I long to worship you

You're my friend, and You are my brother

Even though You are a King

I love You more than any other

So much more than anything

Musical glossary
chromatics - These are basically all twelve (12) notes in an octave. The naturals (7) and non-naturals (5) together make up the chromatics. (7+5=12).
octave - In traditional music there are only 12 different notes, then they repeat themselves. When you move up or down 12 notes, you will find a higher or lower version of the note you started on. This is an octave. Same note, but one octave higher or lower.

sharps - Sharp generally just means higher. Sharp of the note you are on would be one note higher. To tune sharp you would tune "up".

flats - Flat generally just means lower. Flat of the note you are on would be one note lower. To tune flat you would tune "down".

major - This is a type of scale or chord that sounds bright, happier, and more upbeat.

minor - This is a type of scale or chord that sounds darker, maybe more sad, kinda gloomy.

root-note - This is basically the same thing as "key". The root note is the note that the music is centered on or built from. You could say its the "main note" in a song.

transpose - Transposing to another key or root simply means to move our scale, etc to another key or root note. It will be the same scale, etc. but now centered on a different key.

position - This would be the four frets that your hand is over at any given time. You have four fingers, one for each fret. Position also refers to the pattern of notes you would play at any four frets for your chosen scale, etc.

fret - Technically, the frets are the small metal bars across the neck of your guitar or bass. When you press your fingertip down between two "frets" you will fret the string and make the appropriate corresponding note. (you do not actually press your fingertip down "on" the frets, but between them)

interval - This is the space between notes.

barre - The use of your index finger to hold down more than one string at one fret in a single chord, in order to build chords with that fret as the "nut".

barre chord - A guitar chord in which your index finger barres all strings at one fret, and the rest of the chord is built using that fret as the nut. For example, in an F# chord, the index finger barres the second fret, and the other three fingers make an E chord using the second fret as the nut.

bass note - The lowest note played in a chord, shown either by the chord name (e.g. E in E) or the note listed after a slash (e.g. F# in G/F#).

key - The basis of musical sounds in a piece. Each key uses the notes and chords of the corresponding major scale. The key is named after the tonic (e.g. the tonic in the key of A is A).

modulate - To change keys.

