Introduction

A stave is made up of five horizontal lines and four spaces.
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Pitches are named after the first seven letters of the alphabet (A B C D E F G).
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A clef is a musical symbol placed at the beginning of the stave that determines the letter names of the lines and spaces. The two main clefs are the treble and the bass:

The treble clef is also called the G clef because the centre of the clef curls around the the horizontal line, marked in red in the diagram to the right, associated with the note G above middle C.
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The bass clef is also called the F clef because the two dots in the clef symbol lie above and below the horizontal line, marked in red in the diagram to the right, associated with the note F below middle C.
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Ledger Lines are an extension ofthe stave. They are additional lines both above and below which are parallel to the stave. Each ledger line contains one note.
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Bars and Bar Lines

Composers and performers find it helpful to 'parcel up' groups of notes into bars. The end of each bar is marked usually with a single vertical line drawn from the top line to the bottom line of the stave. This is called a bar line. Usually, each bar in a piece will contain the same number of beats.

[image: image6.jpg]bar  —— D —

bar

barline

barline




The last bar line of a piece is written as a double bar line to show that the end has been reached: The last bar line of a piece is written as a double bar line to show that the end has been reached.
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In music scored for keyboard instruments, where the music lies across two staves, the upper indicating the notes to be played by the right hand, the lower indicating the notes to be played by the left hand, bar lines are commonly drawn from the top of the upper line on the upper stave to the bottom line on the lower stave. This is illustrated below.
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It is common practice, when a piece of music is extended, to number the bars either at the beginning of each line or periodically - for example, by marking every fifth or every tenth bar. In this way, a group of musicians, performing from individual parts, can easily start from points within the piece of music by going from a particular bar.
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Notes

Look at these notes:
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Notice the direction of stems on the stave:

· Notes below the middle line have stems going up from the right of the note

· Notes above the middle line have stems going down from the left of the note 

· Notes on the middle line may have their stems going up or down.

Note Values

[image: image11.jpg]Name Note Rest Value
Semibreve o - 4 cotmiis
Minim J - 2 counis
Crotchet J g 1 couird
Quaver oh % 13 count
Semiquaver ﬁ o 1 count

Dotted Minim

Dotfed Crotchet

i 8

3 counds

counts

N[




[image: image26.jpg]


Beaming of quavers and semiquavers

Quavers may be joined together into groups by their tails, which become a thick tine called a beam:
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Like quavers, semiquavers may be beamed. As there are two tails to be joined together, there are two beams:

Naming: Notes

The four inner spaces of the treble clef read upwards spell the word FACE.
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The five lines read upwards spell EGBDF which you can remember using the phrase I Every Good Boy Deserves Football'.
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There are however some notes above and below the stave that are not included in these rules:
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Exercises

1. Write under each of the following notes its time name
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2. Next to each note write a rest that has the same time value
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3. Next to each rest write a note that has the same time value
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4. Write the following notes using the second space
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5. Write the named notes as minims
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6. Write the named notes as crotchets
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7. Under each of the following notes write the letter name
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