CALVARY GUITAR INSTRUCTION - MARCH 

WARM-UP:

Lord I Lift Your Name on High

G     /    C       /                 D      /   C    /

Lord, I lift your name on high

G     /     C            /          D     /     C    /

Lord, I love to sing your praises

G     /     C     /                 D    /      C   /

I'm so glad you're in my life

G      /    C                       D    /       C   /

I'm so glad you came to save us

G             /          C       /     D    /
C    /

You came from heaven to earth    to show the

G
/ 
   C /              D    /
   C   / 

 Way, From the earth to the cross, my debt to 

G 
/
C 
 /      D
/ 

Pay, From the cross to the grave

          Em           / 
 C
/

From the grave to the sky

         D       /         
    G 
/

Lord, I lift your name on high

So far we’ve covered the major chords A, C, D, and G, and we’ve covered the minor chords A minor and E minor. 

We’ve looked at two variations of right hand strumming:

1

2

3

4

down   

down    
down
    
down

and 

1

2

3

4

down    
down   

down-up
down

Now, we’re going to look at an E major chord.

E major is an E minor chord with the first finger placed on the G string first fret. All 6 strings should be played, as with E minor. Remember to play E minor with the middle fingers on the left hand.
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Here’s E major, along with our other chords in alphabetical order:

E MAJOR SCALE

The following is an E major scale, notated in tablature. Practise this after tuning the guitar, every time you pick the guitar up to play. It will improve your finger strength, dexterity, and flexibility, which helps to improve playing stamina and to get round more advanced chords, in a hurry.

E-

B-

G-

D-

1-2

A-
  0-2-4-

E- 0-2-4-

Try to use one finger per fret, therefore, the first finger will play all of the first fret notes, the second finger will play all of the second fret notes, the third finger will play all of the third fret notes, and the fourth finger, (pinkie), will play all of the fourth fret notes. 

SONGS

You Are Worthy of My Praise

D

I will worship (I will worship)

     C

With all of my heart (with all of my heart)

G

I will praise You (I will praise You)

         D                  Em     A

With all of my strength (all my strength)

D

I will seek You (I will seek You)

C      

All of my days (all of my days)

G

I will follow (I will follow)

D                Em        A

All of Your ways (all Your ways)

D               A

I will give You all my worship

G               Em          A

I will give You all my praise

D          A

You alone I long to worship

G                       Em      A       D

You alone are worthy of my praise

We Want To See Jesus Lifted High

G             
 D                Em

We want to see Jesus lifted high,

                      D       
           G

A banner that flies across the land,

                
       D                        Em

That all men might see the truth and know,

                D 
   G

He is the way to heaven.

G   / /                   D        / /         Em      / / /             D     

  We want to see, we want to see, we want to see Jesus lifted high.

G     / /                D   / /               Em    / / /               D   
  G 

  We want to see, we want to see, we want to see Jesus lifted high.

Here is a fretboard map. It maps out where all of the notes are on the first twelve frets of the guitar, in tablature. (Remember tablature is up-side down!)




FRETBOARD MAP

Here’s a map of the fretboard of the guitar, including all notes on all strings, up to the eleventh fret. At the twelth fret, notes repeat, therefore the twelfth fret is the same note as the open string, and the thirteenth fret is the same note as the first fret, but they are an octave higher. Note the use of “#” and “b” symbols. These symbols indicate the terms “sharp” and “flat”.

FRETS -


1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11

E –
F
F#
G
G#
A
Bb
B
C
C#
D
Eb

B –
C
C#
D
Eb
E
F
F#
G
G#
A
Bb

G –
G#
A
Bb
B
C
C#
D
Eb
E
F
F#

D –
Eb
E
F
F#
G
G#
A
Bb
B
C
C#

A –
Bb
B
C
C#
D
Eb
E
F
F#
G
G#

E –
F
F#
G
G#
A
Bb
B
C
C#
D
Eb

Note that the 1st and 6th strings have the same note. Again, there is two octaves between these notes. 

PATTERNS

Notice, also, that the guitar has numerous patterns over the six strings. For example, if you want to play a note, then play the same note one string higher, you must go up five frets in order to do so. Another easy tip to remember is that in order to go up an octave, to the same note, we can go down to strings, and up two frets. There are a number of rules such as this that help us find our way about the guitar. There is, however, an exception to all the rules. The B string is different to all the other strings on the guitar. The relationship between the open strings on a guitar is called a perfect fourth. This means that if we start on E and play a major scale, the fourth note is A, or the open string below it. This is the case with A to D, and D to G. G to B, though, is a major third interval, because B is the third note of a G major scale, not the fourth. B to E is back to the fourth interval. 

This is why, when tuning, we use the fifth fret, with the exception of the B string, for which we must use the fourth fret of the G string.  

Try to memorise the fretboard, as this helps find our way around the instrument.

FINGER-PICKING

Finger-picking is a right-hand technique used to arpeggiate, or separate notes in a chord, usually to produce a softer texture to a whole song, or part of a song.

Finger-picking is notated like this:

P=thumb
I=index finger
m=middle finger
a=ring finger

The abbreviations come from the Spanish words for the fingers which the letters relate to.

The thumb will play the lowest sounding string, often the string with the same name as the chord. The index finger will play the G string. The middle finger will play the B string, and the ring finger will play the E string. 

Here is a simple picking pattern we can apply to “How great is our God”:

P I m a, or thumb, index, middle, ring finger… 


HOW GREAT IS OUR GOD

Pima
pima
pima
pima
pima
pima

G / / /
 G / / / 
Em / / /
 Em / / / C / / / 
D / / / 

Etc…

G / / / G / / / Em / / / Em / / / C / / / D / / / 

When we come to the chorus, we’re going to strum…

CHORUS

G / / / G / / / Em / / / Em / / / C / / / D / / / G / / / G / / /

…and back to finger-picking for the verse…

This creates what we call musical “dynamics”.

Dynamics are clear volume changes in a piece of music, traditionally marked with italian abbreviations.

Try playing other songs, using a variety of strumming and finger-picking, to identify the different segments of the song.   

� EMBED PBrush  ���
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