GUITAR LESSONS WEEK 2 – REVISION AND STRUMMING

Having studied the major chords G, C, D, and A, you should be getting comfortable with finding them, and changing between them. We used the songs “When the Saints go marching in”, and “In the sweet by and by”, and also the childrens song, “He’s got the whole world in His hands”.

Let’s revise them, and let’s add a right-hand pattern. In the first lesson, we were strumming all down strokes, on the beat. Here is a strumming pattern using up-strums as well…

1
2        3         +   4

Down Down Down-Up Down

HE’S GOT THE WHOLE WORLD IN HIS HANDS



G / / / 
      G / / / 


D / / / 
        D / / / 

He’s got the whole world in his hands, He’s got the whole world in his hands,


         G / / / 
      G / / / 


D / / / 

      G / / / 

He’s got the whole world in his hands, He’s got the whole world in his hands.

Again, we can simply repeat this for each verse…

2.He’s got the wind and the rain…

3.He’s got the little bitsy baby…

4.He’s got you and me, brother…  

Try playing the song with down-strokes, then add the strumming above, to include an up-strum. This gives us some variety in our rhythm. 

Try “When the saints…” with the new strumming pattern…

WHEN THE SAINTS GO MARCHING IN



G / / /  G / / / G / / /  G / / /         G / / /       G / / /      D / / /  

Oh, when the saints go marching in, Oh when the saints go marching in,

D / / /          G / / /   G / / /      C / / /   C / / /                G / / / D / / /          G / / /  G

Oh Lord, I want to be in that number, Oh when the saints go marching in.

2.And when they crown Him King of Kings…

3.And when they crown Him Lord of Lords…

4.And in that sweet by and by…

TIP:

 When practising new patterns or chords, practise the new part one hand at a time. 

For example, with a new strumming pattern, stick to the same chord until it becomes comfortable to play the right hand part; when learning new chords, stick to a strumming pattern which is comfortable and easy for you. This helps to avoid great confusion!   

