CALVARY GUITAR INSTRUCTION – NOVEMBER

It’s getting to that time of year again, in which we celebrate the birth of our messiah. With just two months left before Christmas, let’s look at some relatively straight-forward Christmas carols!

Many Christmas carols are notoriously difficult to play on guitar, as they were generally written for organ, and can contain one chord or more per word! The following songs, however, are simpler than most to play on guitar, and are widely used in churches throughout the world. 

We covered Silent Night last month, but let’s warm-up with it!

SILENT NIGHT

G / /  G / /  G / / G / /                              
Silent night, holy night 
D / /  D / / G / /  G / /  
All is calm, All is bright 
C / /     C / /   G / /      G / /    
Round yon Virgin, Mother and Child 
C / / C / /    G / /      G / /  
Holy Infant so Tender and mild, 
D / /    D / /    G / / G / /  
Sleep in heavenly peace, 
G / /    D / /    G / /  G 
Sleep in heavenly peace. 

Silent night, holy night 
Shepherds quake at the sight, 
Glories stream from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing Alleleulia 
Christ the Saviour is born! 
Christ the saviour is born. 

Silent night, holy night 
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from Thy holy face 
with the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus Lord at thy birth, 
Jesus Lord at thy birth.

Lovely! Feels like Christmas time already! 

Here’s the words and chords to “Away in a manger”

AWAY IN A MANGER

  G / /   G / /      G / /      Am / /                    

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

    C / /       G / /      Am / /         D / / 
The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head;

    G / /        G / /             G / /         Am / /              

The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay;

     C / /      G / /    Am / /  D7  G / / 
The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the poor baby wakes.

But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes;

I love Thee, Lord Jesus!  Look down from the sky,

And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask Thee to stay

Close by me forever, and love me, I pray

Bless all the dear children in Thy tender care

And take us for Heaven to live with Thee there.

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,

The little Lord Jesus laid down His sweet head;

The stars in the sky looked down where He lay;

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.

     C / /      G / /   Am / /   D7  G

The little Lord Jesus, asleep on the hay.
Both of the songs are in ¾ time, that is three beats in the bar, so just strum 1,2,3, not 1,2,3,4.

Watch out for the D7 in the second song, it only gets one strum. Also, the last line repeats in the last verse.

These are the chords to fit the European melody for “Away in a manger”. All of the internet chord charts I looked at only fitted the North American version, which is a different melody. 

( US melody – D, D, C, B, B, A…)

(European melody – D, G, G, A, B, G, G)

The third song is “The first Noel”…

FIRST NOEL

Traditional. publ.1833

    C / / G / /    F / /     C / / 

The first Noel the angel did say, 


Am / /      G / /         F / /     G    C  

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 
   C / /             G / / F / /       C / / 

In fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
     Am / /       G / /      F / /  C / / 
On a cold winters night that was so deep 
  C / / G / / F / / C / / 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 
Am / /      G / /   F / / C / / 
Born is the King of Israel. 
They looked up and saw a star, Shining in the East, beyond them far; 

And to the earth it gave good light; And so it continued both day and night. 

  C / / G / / F / / C / / 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Am / /      G / /   F / / C / / 

Born is the King of Israel

This star drew nigh to the North West, O'er Bethlehem it took its rest, 

And there it did stop and stay, Right over the place where Jesus lay. 

  C / / G / / F / / C / / 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Am / /      G / /   F / / C / / 

Born is the King of Israel

Then enter'd in there Wise Men three Full rev'rently on bended knee, 

And offered there in His presence Their gold and myrrh and frankincense.

  C / / G / / F / / C / / 

Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel 

Am / /      G / /   F / / C / / 

Born is the King of Israel

Have fun carolling!
