CALVARY CHURCH GUITAR RESOURCE – 1
GUITAR TYPES

There are different types of guitar available, for different styles of playing.  The main types of acoustic guitar are 

a. nylon string acoustic, and

b. steel string acoustic

Nylon strings are easier on the fingers, but steel strings will build up “calluses” on the fingers quicker.  

The nylon string guitar has a mellow tone, and is primarily used for classical playing.  The fingerboard is wider, to allow finger-picking technique with the right hand.  

The steel string guitar has a harsher, “ringing” tone, particularly when a plectrum is used.

There are also semi-acoustic guitars, which may be plugged in to an amplifier, but retain their acoustic sound while amplified, and electric guitars, which are barely audible when played without amplification.  

STRING NAMES

There are six strings on the standard guitar, which all have note names.  From the bottom up, they are:

E, B, G, D, A, and E again.  An acronym which helps us remember these string names is 

EASTER BUNNIES GO DAFT AT EASTER!

Or, if you want to remember them starting from the top, 

EDDIE ATE DYNAMITE; GOOD BYE EDDIE!

FRETS

On the guitar fingerboard are strips of metal, spaced intermittently up the fretboard.  These divide the guitar neck into frets.  Each fret represents a different note, but some notes on the guitar are the same as others.  See tuning.

TUNING

The first thing we should do when picking up the guitar is to check the tuning.  We can tune manually, or with an electronic tuner.  

Manual tuning 

To tune the guitar manually, we can tune to the string nearest our chin.  (E).  Hold down the fifth fret, and the note that sounds should be A.  A is the next string down on the guitar, so if we play the A string, it ought to sound the same as the fifth fret on the E string.  Fifth fret on the A string is a D note, so play the D note, then the D string, and check to see if it sounds the same.  Fifth fret on the D string is G, so play the fifth fret on D, then open G, and it should sound the same.  

Here’s where the pattern changes!  Fourth fret on the G string is a B note, so play it, then the B string.  It should sound the same, if the guitar is in tune!

Back to the pattern for E, the thinnest string.  Fifth fret on the B string should sound the same as E.  

In order to tune, we must use our ear to decide if a note is too high, or too low, or just right!  If the string sounds too high, we must loosen the tuning peg which corresponds to that string, if it’s too low, we must tighten the tuning peg, until it sounds the same.  

NOTATION FORMS

The form of notation we’re going to use for the course is called “tablature”, or “tab”.  Tab originated in Spain, with Spanish guitar styles.  Each string name is laid out as on the fretboard, except that it’s upside-down:

E –

B – 

G – 

D – 

A – 

E – 

So, the E at the top is in fact the E at the bottom of the guitar, and vice-versa.  Numbers are allocated to the strings to represent the fret number which ought to be played:

E – 0

B – 2

G – 2

D – 2

A – 0

E –

This is an A chord.  

There’s no number next to the low E string because we only play five strings for this chord.

Here are some more chords:
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Here are some chord structures to try out: 

1. G / / / G7 / / / C / / / G / / /

2. G / / / G7 / / / C / / / A / / / 

3. G / / / G7 / / / C / / / D / / /  

Amazing Grace

   G / /     G / / 
C / / 
    G / / 

A-mazing grace, how sweet the sound

       G / /      G / /          D / /  D / / 

That saved a wretch like me

   G / /       G / /      C / /      D / / 

I once was lost, but now I’m found 

       G / /        D / / C / / G

Was blind, but now I see

The forward slashes in the above example represent beats, or, for now, strums. So, there would be three strums of G, three strums of G again, three strums of C, back to three G’s, and so on…The last chord is played once, to make it sound final. 

The chord pattern can be repeated for each verse sung. 

