WORSHIP ON THE…BASS GUITAR – CHAPTER 3

We’ve learned how to tune the bass guitar, how to identify the note names on the fretboard, and how to use our right and left hands to play a major scale. Now we’re going to play a song!

Here is a typical childrens worship song, “Jesus loves me”, in guitar chords.

G / / / G / / / C / / / G / / / 

Jesus loves me, this I know, for the bible tells me so

G / / / G / / / C / / / D / G / 

Little ones to him belong, they are weak but He is strong

CHORUS

G / / / C / / / G / / / D / / / 

Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me

G / / / C / / / G / D / G / / / 

Yes, Jesus loves me, the bible tells me so.

A guitar player must learn each of these chords, and practice playing them fluently, before he or she is able to perform the song. Bass players, however, only need to know where the note that has the same name as the chord is! 

For example, if the guitar plays a G chord, the bass player has two obvious choices of where to play the G note at the same time. Let’s take a look at our tablature again…(remember it’s upside down!)

G can be played on the G string open. We’ll call this high G. (Don’t hold any frets down!)…

G-0
D-

A-

E-

…or on the E string at the third fret…(low G)…

G-

D-

A-

E-3

So, play either high G or low G over the guitar G chord, and let the note ring out…

G  
(2  3  4  5  6  7  8)

Jesus loves me, this I know

Now, we need a C note, to play with the guitar’s C chord.

C can be found on the third fret of the A string…

G-

D-

A-3

E-

Try it out, remember to let it ring out!

C  (2   3   4)

For the bible…

…and back to G again…

G-

D-

A-

E-3

G

Tells me so…

Play G again…

G  (2   3   4   5   6   7    8)

Little ones to Him belong

…and back to C

C  (2   3   4)

They are weak, but…

Now we have a D note, so play open D string…

G-

D-0

A-

E-

D  (1)

He is…

And back to G to end the verse

G

Strong!

Now try to put it all together, singing along with the notes, to help with your timing!

If you know someone who plays guitar, get them to accompany you.
G / / / G / / / C / / / G / / / 

Jesus loves me, this I know, for the bible tells me so

G / / / G / / / C / / / D / G / 

Little ones to him belong, they are weak but He is strong

Once this feels comfortable, try the chorus in the same way we approached the verse.

CHORUS

G / / / C / / / G / / / D / / / 

Yes, Jesus loves me, Yes, Jesus loves me

G / / / C / / / G / D / G / / / 

Yes, Jesus loves me, the bible tells me so.

Keep practicing this and your major scale from the last lesson, you’ll be playing the bass well in no time!

Happy practicing!!
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